




Financing the Cost of an Eighteenth-Century
Scottish Estate







UGA Éditions/Université Grenoble Alpes
Printed version
Date of publication: 15 April 2012





Clarisse Godard Desmarest, « Financing the Cost of an Eighteenth-Century Scottish Estate », Études
écossaises [Online], 15 | 2012, Online since 15 October 2013, connection on 08 September 2020. URL :



































   1.  Daniel Defoe, A Tour Thro’ the Whole Island of  Great Britain. Divided into Circuits or Journeys. Giving a 









































lish architectural themes into Caledonian idioms […].” John G. Dunbar, The Historic Architecture of  
Scotland, London, Batsford, 1966, p. 17. 
   3.  Miles Glendinning, Ranald MacInnes and Aonghus MacKechnie (eds), Building a Nation: The 
Story of  Scotland’s Architecture, Edinburgh, Canongate, 1999.
|  147

































pictures of  Queen Mary of  Modena, the Pretender’s mother, and of  the 
Duke of  Lauderdale by Sir Peter Leley. 5 At Hamilton Palace, the paintings 
   4.  A. H. Millar, The Book of  Record. A Diary Written by Patrick, First Earl of  Strathmore, and Other Docu-
ments Relating to Glamis Castle, 1684–1689, vol. IX, Edinburgh, Scottish History Society, 1890, p. 32.
   5.  John Macky, A Journey through Scotland. In Familiar Letters from a Gentleman Here, to His Friend Abroad. 





































   6.  Thomas Pennant, A Tour in Scotland and Voyage to the Hebrides, vol. I, London, Benjamin 
White, 1776, pp. 139–140.
   7.  John Lettice, Letters on a Tour Through Various Parts of  Scotland in the Year 1792, London, T. Cadell, 
1794, pp. 51–2.
   8.  Macky, op. cit., p. 284.
   9.  Pennant, op. cit., p. 139. Lettice, op. cit., p. 51.
   10.  William Wordsworth, The Poetical Works of  William Wordsworth, vol. V, London, Edward Moxon, 
1837, p. 166.
   11.  National Archives of  Scotland (NAS) GD28/427. Bill of  May 14th, 1671.
 12. John Slezer, Theatrum Scotiae, London, Printed by John Leake for Abell Swalle, 1693, plate 57.
|  149
financing the cost of an eighteenth-century scottish estate
for materials used at Yester House, a bill for marble alone amounted to 
over £346. 13 Marble of  a different colour was ordered for the chimneys 






Some additional cost  resulted  from the  fact  that  some of   the best 
Scottish artists and craftsmen of  the time were involved in the building 



















have represented a significant amount of  money  for  the marquess of  
Tweeddale. The plasterwork of  the salon at Dun is particularly impressive. 





































between 1754 and 1758 for the fifth earl of  Dumfries  (1699–1768),  is 
reckoned to be the most exceptional example of  fine quality Chippendale 











   18.  �ne guinea amounts to 21 shillings. Taxation and the cost of  transport discouraged the impor-
tation of  French furniture during most of  the 18th century.
   19.  The castle was built between 1746 and 1758 but the decoration of  the rooms was only dis-
cussed after 1783, after the end of  the American war of  independence when the release of  tensions 
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   20.  Building contract of  December 28th, 1698 concluded by Lady Margaret Hope, mother of  
the young Charles Hope (NAS GD45/17/769). The plan and elevation of  Hopetoun House of  Sir 
William Bruce are illustrated by Colen Campbell in Vitruvius Britannicus (plates 75–77).
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21 May 1700-7 March 1707, Edinburgh, Bannantyne Club, 1828, p. 23.
   23.  Michael Lynch, Scotland: A New History, London, Barrie & Jenkins, 1991, p. 56.
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of  their country. In his treatise The Countryman’s Rudiments: Or, An Advice to 
the Farmers in East-Lothian, How to Labour and Improve Their Ground  (1699), 
John Hamilton  (1656–1708),  second baron of  Belhaven and Stenton, 
a famous improver, described some methods of  improved farming that 
should be applied to the land of  his fellow peers. To him, it was the duty 
of   the  landowner  to  improve his  land  for  the good of   the estate and 











Memorandum to My Son of  June 28th, 1754 he detailed the returns of  the 




















got by Sword and Bow.” John Hamilton, Lord Belhaven, The Countrey-Man’s Rudiments: Or, An Advice to 
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estate of  the duke of  Argyll, or Bowhill which belonged to the duke of  
Buccleuch. 33 Therefore, the cost of  improvement shows that land alone 
   29.  Tom Devine, The Transformation of  Rural Scotland: Social Change and the Agrarian Economy, 1660–
1815, Edinburgh, Edinburgh UP, 1994, p. 97.
   30.  John Reid, The Scots Gard’ner in Two Parts. The First for Contriving and Planting Gardens, Orchards, 
Avenues and Groves, 1683, Edinburgh, John Moncur, 1721, p. 2.
   31.  NLS MS 14694/126. 
   32.  Tom Devine, op. cit., p. 100.







estates were thought of   in terms of  exploitation. A bill of  account of  
Charles Hay of  Yester of  1750 lists the amount that the Tweeddale family 
owed for furniture bought for Pinkie, Yester and Edinburgh. The total 































another.” William Gilpin, Observations Relative Chiefly to Picturesque, Made in the Year 1776, on Several Parts 




   36.  William Fraser, The Scotts of  Buccleuch, vol. I, Edinburgh, n.p., 1878, p. 522.
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   38.  Some recent research has focused on the importance of  repatriated capital from the empire. 
John M. MacKenzie and T. M. Devine (eds), Scotland and the British Empire, �xford, �xford UP, 2011. 
Michael Fry, The Scottish Empire, East Linton, Tuckwell Press, Edinburgh, Birlinn, 2001. Stuart Nisbet, 
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doch and A. Mackillop (eds), Fighting for Identity: Scottish Military Experience c. 1550–1900, Leiden, Brill, 
2002. Steve Murdoch and A. Mackillop (eds), Military Governors and Imperial Frontiers c. 1600–1800: 
A Study of  Scotland and Empires, Leiden, Boston, Brill, 2003. Allan I. Macinnes, Union and Empire, The 
Making of  the United Kingdom in 1707, Cambridge, Cambridge UP, 2007.





































a craftsman. 42 In the Edinburgh Almanack of  1755, most of  the salaries 
were twice as much as a century before (in 1705). 43 In 1755, the duke of  
and John Habbakuk, “The Rise and Fall of  English Landed Families”, Transactions of  the Royal His-
torical Society, Fifth Series, 29, 1979, pp. 187–207. 
   40.  Cannadine, op. cit., p. 635.
   41.  John Stuart Shaw, The Management of  Scottish Society, 1707–1764, Power, Nobles, Lawyers, Edinburgh 
Agents and English Influences, Edinburgh, Donald, 1983, p. 141.
   42.  NLS MS 14498/28.
   43.  Edinburgh Almanack, Edinburgh, Printed by R. Fleming, 1755, p. 25, p. 27, p. 29.
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the last Scottish parliament, a Commander-in-Chief  of  the Forces  in 
Scotland, a Master-General of  the �rdnance, a High Steward of  the 
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